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Community called to care for penguins after two kororā deaths on local beaches

The Mohua Penguin Trust is calling for increased community awareness and cooperation following two recent 
incidents involving deaths of kororā. The two little penguins were discovered on Pakawau and Parapara beaches 
in independent events. DOC sent one of the penguins to Massey University for examination, with the post 
mortem confirming ‘death due to trauma consistent with dog bites’. The second bird showed similar injuries.

These fatalities highlight the delicate balance between exercising dogs on beaches, and the need for protection of 
vulnerable wildlife.

Kororā may be present all year round. They spend most of their time at sea, but they rest and nest along our 
coastline, returning from the sea after dark. During the day, beaches may appear empty, but the land behind is a 
vital habitat. Any rock crevice, natural burrow or vegetation shelter might be their home. A roaming dog can 
cause injury or death here, quickly and quietly.

We urge all beachgoers to be mindful of local regulations regarding leashing and to be aware of wildlife presence. 
Dogs naturally respond to movement and scent, and they may chase wildlife without their owner's knowledge. 
Penguin deaths are preventable, and one way to do this, is to leash dogs in designated areas.

Kororā already face numerous challenges - habitat loss, marine pollution and climate change. Their conservation 
status is at risk, declining. Let's not add to their plight, but find ways for dog owners and wildlife to safely share 
coastal spaces. Through increased awareness and respectful coexistence, we can prevent incidents in the future. 

Please join the discussion. Contact: Mohua Penguin Trust, Britta Steude, info@goldenbaypenguins.org.nz

Simple ways to protect little penguins:

· Pet friendly accommodation - encourage your visitors to be penguin aware.

· Keep dogs on a leash when visiting beaches, especially in designated wildlife areas.

· When your dog is off leash, keep it under effective control and in your sight at all times.

· Keep dogs on the wet sand side, not in the rocks or dry dunes.

· Watch out for signage indicating sensitive wildlife habitats and times of year.

· Report any injured or distressed wildlife to DOC (0800 275 362).

· Support efforts to create clear guidelines for shared outdoor spaces.

And most importantly: Set an example. The more people see good behaviour, the more it becomes the norm.

More information:

Department of Conservation (Dogs on Nelson/Tasman beaches):
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/know-before-you-go/dog-access/wildlife-wise/dog-on-beaches-
region-list/dogs-on-beaches-nelson-tasman/

Tasman District Council (Exercising your dog):
https://www.tasman.govt.nz/my-property/animal-control/dog-control-and-ownership/exercising-your-dog

Mohua Penguin Trust:
www.goldenbaypenguins.org.nz
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